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He died at Louvain in 1578, and his two sons, Ellis and Jasper,
became Jesuits.
Truly, Queen Mary could boast of a galaxy of musical talent
in her Chapel Royal. Tallis alone was capable of holding bis
own with giants like de Lassus and de Monte, and his exquisite
motet, ' O Sacrum Convivium ' (which has been anglicized as
' I call and cry') would be sufficient—apart from bis higher
flights—to put him on a plane with the best of Italian contem-
poraries. Dr. Ernest Walker, in appraising the works of Tallis,
says that ' 0 Sacrum Convivium' is such a gem that' it is doubtful
if Palestrina himself ever surpassed i t ' .
W. H. GEATTAN FLOOD.
The Graves of Swift and Stella
ABOUT the position of Swift's grave there is no doubt. He was
buried on the south side of the nave of his cathedral, beside the
second pier from the western door. The coffin, as I have been
told by the only person now living who has seen it, lay east and
west, and almost in contact with the pier.1 But contradictory
statements have been made regarding the resting-place of Stella.
Mr. W. Monck Mason, whose intimate knowledge of Swift and
of St. Patrick's need not be emphasized, declared in 1820 that
she lay ' on the south side of the nave of St. Patrick's Cathedral
at the foot of the second column from the western entrance '
And he added that the spot was then marked by her epitaph
fixed to the pier.2 Elsewhere Mason describes the position of
Swift's grave in exactly similar terms.3 The two passages, if
construed literally, can be reconciled only on the supposition
that Swift's coffin was laid above Stella's in the same grave.
But fifteen years later a different tradition was current. In
1835, Dr. J. Houston, of Dublin, asserted that Swift and Stella
lay ' side by side '.* Sir W. R. Wilde endorsed this opinion,
1
 Dr. J. Houston, who saw the coffin in 1833, says that it lay ' transversely in
from the pillar supporting [Swift's) tablet, and aa close u it could be placed' {Phreno-
logical Journal and Miscellany, ix. 604). What ' transversely in from the pillar'
means I do not know.
:
 St. Patricks, pp. 368, lix. It is not clear whether in Mason's time Stella's
monument was on the same pillar as Swift's, or on the next pillar to the west. He
writes,' Next adjoining to the monument of Primate Marsh, is that of Dean Swift
and fixed in the column, next to this last, is a marble slab, consecrated to the memory
of Esther Johnson.' 3 p. 411.
4
 Phrenological Journal and Miscellany, ix. 604. So also J. Churton Collins,
Jonathan Swift, 1893, p. 236 ; W. E. H. Lecky, Prose Works of Swift, 1897, introd..
p. xci; and Leslie Stephen in the Diet, of Nat. Biog. IT. 222 (2nd ed. xix. 222). In
accordance with this tradition brasses were laid on the floor of St. Patrick's in 1882,
inscribed with the names of Dean Swift and Esther Johnson.
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90 TEE GRAVES OF SWIFT AND STELLA January
and built upon it the inference that Stella and the dean ' had
long arranged the place of their burial \ 5 Sir Henry Craik in
like manner tells us that Swift had Stella's body ' placed where
it might one day lie side by side with his own '. Thus both
these writers suggest that it was Swift's intention that he should
be buried beside Stella. But Sir Henry adds a foot-note which
can scarcely be brought into agreement with his text: ' Quite
recently ', he wrote in 1882, ' a fresh excavation revealed a coffin
which contained the bones both of the Dean and Stella.'6 In
due time the natural conclusion was drawn from these words.
The article on Swift in the eleventh edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica (1911), by the late Dr. Richard Garnett and Mr.
Thomas Seccombe, made the astounding statement that Swift
' was interred in his Cathedral at midnight on the 22nd of October,
in the same coffin as Stella '.7 Meanwhile, in 1905, the admirable
Guide to St. Patrick's, compiled by the present archbishop of
Dublin while he sat in Swift's chair, had told us that Stella ' is
buried two or three feet to the west of the spot where Swift lies '.8
Now it must be remarked that if Swift was buried by the
aide of Stella, or in her grave, this was not done in fulfilment of
a desire expressed by him. We can appeal to evidence which
has long been in our hands. In a letter to Mrs. Whiteway, nine
years after Esther Johnson's death, 25 March 1737, he wrote,
' As soon as you are assured of my death, whether it shall happen
to be in town or the country, I desire you will go immediately
to the Deanery; and if I die in the country, I desire you will
send down a strong coffin, to have my body brought to town, and
deposited in any dry part of St. Patrick's Cathedral '.9 The
words which I have italicized in this extract show that Swift did
not wish to be interred in Stella's coffin. But more, the whole
passage proves that he did not desire that his grave should be
near hers. In those days St. Patrick's was notoriously damp.
The river Poddle flows underground outside the western door,
and the building is intersected by a stream which runs north-
wards, under the floor, to the west of the choir. Until recent
times it was a not rare occurrence that the floor should be under
water. Nowhere could ' any dry place ' be found except to the
east of the crossing. If Swift's instructions had been carried
out he would have been buried at least 150 feet to the east of
Stella's grave. In view of his own words it can hardly be main-
Closing Years of Dean Swift's Life, 1S49, second edition, p. 120.
Craik, Life of Swift, 1882, p. 403. Both text and note remain unchanged in the
edition of 1894, voL ii, p. 141.
Encgd. Brit. xxvi. 230.
J. H. Bernard, The Cathedral Church of St. Patrick, p. W.
Scott, Memoirs of Swift: Proso Works of Scott, vol. ii (1834), p. 489.
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1918 THE ORAVES OF SWIFT AND STELLA 91
tamed that he selected the place of her burial with the intention
that he should lie beside her.
But it may be well to set out the facts for which there is docu-
mentary evidence. In the first place it is certain that Esther
Johnson was not buried beside Swift. Here are two entries in
the register of St. Patrick's Cathedral:10
Jan. 30th 1727. Esther Johnson interrd in the great Isle near the
first Pillar upon the entrance to the Church to the South Side of the "West
gate.
The Eevd. Doer.' Jonathan Swift Late Dean of St. Patrick's deceased
Octr. the 19th 1745; and was interr'd the 22nd of the same, at the 2d
pillar from the west gate in the south side of the great isle.
Each entry is attested at the foot of the page by the signature
' Jon. Worrall', a name well known to all students of Swift.
They prove that Stella's grave is under the first, not as Mason
said the second pier of the nave, some 10 feet to the west of
Swift's, at the east end of the present site of the Cork monument.
Mason's error may be due to a mere slip of the pen, or he may
have been misled by Stella's monument having been attached
to the wrong pier.u
Now in 1835 certain alterations were made in the cathedral,
in the course of which some coffins were exposed to view; and
among the rest, Swift's, and another adjoining it, which was
described as Stella's. In that year the British Association held
its meetings in Dublin from Monday, 10 August, to Saturday,
15 August. A ' corps of phrenologists ' who were there at the
time asked and obtained from the dean of St. Patrick's, Henry
Richard Dawson, permission to examine the skulls. They were
accordingly exhumed in the presence of Dr. Houston on the 3rd
of August. I t appears that some persons doubted whether they
were really those of the great dean and Stella. Houston wrote
a letter, which was subsequently published,18 to prove their
'authenticity'. Swift's coffin-plate, which remained almost
intact, demonstrated the identity of one of the skulls. But
Houston produced no such evidence for the position of Stella's
grave. He relied mainly on the testimony of the sexton, William
" Edited for the Parish Register Society of Dublin in 1907, by Dr. J. H.
Bernard.
u
 Stella's epitaph is of uncertain' date; but- it was probably composed after
Swiff s death. It is possible, therefore, that it was originally misplaced. Or it may
have been removed from the first to the second pillar at some subsequent time. It
is now on the vail of the south aisle of the nave.
° Phrenological Journal and Miscellany, ix. 603 ff. The letter is dated 22 October
1835. It is worth noting that at least two well-known men were filled with ' horror'
at the desecration of the graves. See the letters of Aubrey de Vere and Sir W. R.
TTmtiiH.rm, written in September and October 1S35, in Graves's Life of Hamilton,
ii. 162, 164.
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92 THE GRAVES OF SWIFT AND STELLA January
Maguire, who was believed to have been ' oftentimes ' informed
of its situation by Swift's servant, Richard Brennan, who had
died forty years earlier. Such evidence was of little value.
Brennan was probably a mere child when Stella died, and at
the time of his death Maguire was only fourteen years old.13
There is therefore serious reason to question his conclusion that
the second exhumed skull was Stella's.
But on one point Dr. Houston's letter is important. It
contains a minute record of the disposition of Swift's bones
when the coflfin was opened. No one can read it without being
convinced that in the coffin were deposited the remains of the
dean and of no other person. Stella's dust was not mingled
with Swift's in 1835. For the more indecorous proceedings of
the ten days which followed the exhumation the reader may be
referred to the graphic and, it is to be hoped, somewhat exag-
gerated account in Wilde's Closing Tears of Dean Swift's Life.
It will suffice to say that casts of the skulls were made which are
preserved in the anatomical museum of Trinity College, Dublin,
and elsewhere. On 13 August the skulls were returned to
St. Patrick's Cathedral,14 and apparently it was left to the
sexton to reinter them. But Maguire did not deem it to be his
duty to restore them to the places where they were found. Both
were put into Swift's coffin.
Evidence of this fact was discovered half a century later.15
In 1882 the floor of the cathedral was tiled. When the old flags
were taken up, Swift's remains were once more exposed. In his
coffin were found the two skulls, and a paper on which the
following sentences were written, according to a copy made at
the time by Mr. John Lambert, then assistant-sexton, now
sexton, of the cathedral:
» Brennan was old enough in 1742 to make an affidavit. See F. E. Ball's Com-
rpondencc of Swift, vi. 179. He seems to have been the Richard Brenan whose children
were baptized at St. Patrick's between 1745 and 1759. He was for many years beadle
of the cathedral. He was incapacitated by age and infirmity in Jane 1795, and died
a year later. William Magnire was bom on 14 January 1732, was appointed sexton
in 1810, and died 28 Jane 1844. The account given of him by Dr. Houston produce*
the impression that he was a witness who ought to have been cross-examined. It
may be remarked that Houston's own statements aboat the position of Stella's coffin
are not consistent. In one passage (Phren. Journ., ix. 607) he says that it was ' in the
tame relation to the pillar bearing the tablet to her memory as that of the Bean'.
This seems to imply that the two slabs were fixed on different pien, and if so it is
probably correct. But howsoever interpreted, it contradicts his previous assertion
that Swift and Stella lay side by side. Houston's recollection of what ho had seen
and heard two months before he wrote may have been somewhat blurred.
" It is said that they were examined ' on the 16th August [Sunday] at the house
of Dr. Marsh' {Phrcn. Jonrn., ix. 466). Mr. Hamilton, quoted by Wilde (p. 55),
declares that they were in his possession in September. Both dates may be rejected.
See below.
»» Wilde was unaware of it. He writes (p. 120), ' The skull of Stella was restored
to its former, and we hope last resting place at the same time as Swift's'.
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Copy from a paper found in a bottle in Deans Swift grave. Sept. the 1st 18S2.
Aug. the 3rd 1838.1S
Doctor Swift grave was opened This day by the British Association17
who Got Permission from the Dean. The were holding there Meeting in
Dublin. The Scull of Swift was in two as it now appears having been
opened after his Death to examine the Braine.
On the other Side of the Paper is the following additional writing.
Stella's Scull was taken out of the adgoing [adjoining] Grave and is
now Deposited with Swift.
WILLIAM MAG-OIEE Sexton. 13 August 1835.
Thus far Mr. Lambert copies Maguire's memorandum. He
then proceeds on his own account :
In Swift Scull was found the Bottle containing the paper. It was
Sealed with red wax and had the arms of the Maguire famley impresed
on it. it was inside Swift Scull, it had been in to part. I have seen Dean
Swift grav opened and the two Sculls of Swift and Stella, and the remains
of what was left of Swift. The Coffin was cleaned of the Mud and water
that was in it And a box Made by a Carpenter who was working at the
time in the Cathedral. And the two Sculls, and the remains of Swift
put in the box. And from two to three feet of Concrete put over it. I sup-
pose Never to be opened Any More until the Great Day.
At the same time i did ask the Verger Mr. Cornegie to get a Nother
Bottle while the Grave was opened and to write on a paper what took
place at the time and put it in the Box with Swift, but he took to long
to Make up his Mind and the grave was closed it May be for ever. I would
have put a bottle and Paper in with the remains of Swift. Something
about what took place at the time, but he the Verger would not Consent.
JOHN LAMBERT,
Assistant Sexton.
1 Sept. 1882.
In justice to an old friend I must point out that Lambert
had only a subordinate part in this transaction. He tells me
that Swift's bones were deposited in the box to protect them
from being scattered. The box was placed in the coffin, which
was not disturbed. The coffin was much decayed, and the
plate had disappeared. Mr. Lambert's memorandum is apparently
the only existing evidence of Sir Henry Craik's ' excavation'
which revealed ' the bones both of Swift and Stella' in the
same coffin. The legend that Swift was buried in Stella's coffin
has no foundation. H. J. LAWLOB.
" A slip of the transcriber for 1835.
17
 The British Association is here confused with the phrenologists who met in
Dublin at the same time. Aubrey de Vere made the same mistake in his letter of
10 September 1835, referred to above. In his reply, Sir W. R. Hamilton acquits the
Association of any participation in ' that inhuman act'. There is no reference to
Swift in the proceedings of the British Association for 1835.
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